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standing cases, ulcers may appear to eat their way through the covering of the caecum. In poults the caecum may be as large as the little finger and the owner usually describes it as "rotten/7 The liver is the second place for the disease to locate and is found to contain spots of varying size scattered over the surface (Fig. 50). The spots or ulcers may have dark red or greenish centers with lighter yellowish rings about the outside. The appearance varies so much that a precise description may not cover all cases. As a rule, the spots are soft and mushy, somewhat like a rotten spot in an apple. They differ from the spots of tuberculosis, because they are very soft and do not have the characteristic hard, dry, yellow centers. The two typical changes found in the blind gut or caecum and the liver should enable one to distinguish this disease. The spleen is not affected as in tuberculosis and the tuberculous wart-like growths are not found on the outside of the intestines.
How to prevent blackhead
There is no treatment or cure for this disease. Many are offered but their value has never been proved. Ordinarily it does the birds more harm than good to administer several drugs of questionable value, because the continued irritation of the intestinal tract may serve to aggravate the disease still further.
Comparative freedom from blackhead may be obtained if turkeys are raised on ground which has not been soiled by the droppings of chickens. Since turkeys are allowed to run at large on most farms, it is impossible to control their movements and the greater part of their time in the spring and fall is spent in and around the farm buildings. In the off-season when the birds are inclined to stray away, the losses are not as heavy.
The only way the movements of turkeys can be controlled is to confine the flock inside a fence or inclosure on ground far enough away from the farm buildings to be free from chicken droppings. It is necessary to place the yards